Riley V. Whitehead

June 3, 1991 - March 22, 2011

Albany - Riley V. Whitehead, age 19, of Albany passed away unexpectedly on
Tuesday, March 22, 2011, in Madison. He was born on June 3, 1991 in
Rockford, IL, the son of Russell and Leigh (Atkinson) Whitehead. Riley
graduated from Albany High School in 2009 and was currently a sophomore
at the University of Wisconsin - Madison, studying political science. He also
was a member of the UW-ROTC. Riley was a member of the Albany
Methodist Church, he enjoyed acting and theater, and was a member of the
Monroe Theater Guild. In high school, he was a member of the Albany Show
Choir, the band and also enjoyed forensics and was awarded a gold medal
four years in a row. Riley loved traveling the world. He is survived by his
parents, Russell and Leigh Whitehead, Albany, a brother, Reece Whitehead,
Albany, maternal grandmother, Lenore Atkinson, Florida, paternal
grandmother, Mary Ann Whitehead, Janesville, his girlfriend, Abby Huebner,
Janesville, and several aunts, uncles and cousins. He was preceded in death
by his grandfathers and a cousin, Christopher Whitehead. Memorial services
will be held at 1:00 p.m., Saturday, March 26, 2011, at the Albany Lions Club,
402 North Cincinnati Street, with Pastor Pat Soddy officiating. Visitation will be
from 10:30 a.m., Saturday, until time of services at the Lions Club. Military
Honors will follow the service. In lieu of other expressions of sympathy, a
memorial fund in Riley's name is being established. Riley was very outgoing
and a 'people’ person.






Tribute Wall

Lo
Danielle Missing you Riley.
Hoey

Danielle Hoey - December 19, 2022 at 04:00 PM

Riley was by far the best friend | made at basic training. Our flight to
Atlanta getting delayed gave me a better chance to get to know him,
and I'm glad | did. He was a great person, and | always enjoyed
nights during basic when we'd get to talk after our final formation.
We helped each other through when times were tough, and I'm glad
we kept in touch after we returned home. | just wish we would've
been able to get together like we always talked about. My thoughts
and prayers are with his family, and | plan to make the trip down for
his funeral. May he rest in peace, and may God bless him and his
family. He was an amazing friend, and a great soldier. Love you
man.

PFC Justin Grones

Justin Grones - May 10, 2021 at 11:27 AM

| remember Riley as a young scout with my son Andrew and my
husband Arne was a leader. | remember many campouts, lots of
laughs and "boys being boys" Riley was such a nice young man
ANY parent would be proud to call him their son. May he rest in
peace and my God comfort and bless his entire family at this trying
time.

Jodi Thompson

Jodi Thompson - May 10, 2021 at 11:27 AM



Riley was an amazing person we both went to band camp and |
remember that on my first day | was nervous and sort of upset. He
came up to me right away and introduced himself and his friends. |
got to know him throughout the week he was so sweet and so nice.
He was the kind of person that could make anyone laugh. | made
many friends that week. Including him.

It was a privilege to know him.

Alley Bacon - May 10, 2021 at 11:27 AM

| had the privilege of getting to know my young cousin better this
past weekend in Chicago. | was so very impressed with his love of
life, knowledge about a wide variety of topics, and his plans for his
future. He was such an easy person to talk to and he enjoyed so
much in life. He had a great sense of humor and enjoyed teasing his
mom and younger brother. | still can not wrap my head around the
fact that we lost a future leader way, way too soon. Riley is in all our
hearts, and God will hold him and the rest of his family in the palm
of his hand.l feel blessed to have known him for the short period of
time that | did. May you watch over all those you left behind Riley!

Your cousin,
Dee

Dee Runaas - May 10, 2021 at 11:27 AM



Riley had so much talent and charisma in performing, I'm very glad |
had the opportunity to work with him on the Canterbury Tales. He
was a bright-shinning light that could not be contained.

Please accept my deepest sympathies for you during this trying
time.
Eileen Horn

Eileen Horn - May 10, 2021 at 11:27 AM

| remember a Boy Scout camp out where Riley was tasked with
showing younger scouts how to start a fire. He started off by
dividing the scouts into two groups and explained that the first group
would be called “Team 1” and the second was to be called “Group
B”.

He was a smart kid with a very quick mind, I really fun combination.

Tim Conway - May 10, 2021 at 11:27 AM

The first time | met Riley was in December when | was told a Cadet
needed a ride to drill. Since it was on my way, | picked him

up. Right away I could tell | liked him. | found out he was from
Albany, so we talked about many things since | grew up not far from
there. He easily fit info our unit and was liked by all. He was a very
motivated Soldier and did everything asked of him with enthusiasm.
I could only see a bright future for this young man. He seemed wise
beyond his years. | will miss being able to see what
accomplishments he could have made as | know it would have been
many! My thoughts and prayers go out to his family and friends.

Pamela Kreisler - May 10, 2021 at 11:27 AM



Leigh - | cannot express the sadness that | feel for you and your
family right now; please know that not only me, but many others
here at the Union are thinking of you.

Dee Hughes - May 10, 2021 at 11:27 AM

I met Riley several years ago at band camp. He was so welcoming
and friendly to me and all of the other first years. He always knew
how to make me laugh. He was such a talented individual. He is
gone from this world far too soon. He would've gone far. godspeed.

Emily Palmer - May 10, 2021 at 11:27 AM

My heart goes out to Leigh, Russ and Reece during this difficult
time. You are in our thoughts and prayers. Riley was a very
talented young man and | always admired his enthusiasm and
charisma. His passions in life were obvious in everything he did. He
loved his family, loved to entertain and perform and will be missed
by all that knew him.

Leah Osborne - May 10, 2021 at 11:27 AM



Russ, Leigh and Reece - It's been almost 11 years since we moved
to Albany and you offered to watch Sarah & Casey before and after
school. Your family was the first friends we had in town. We have
a lot of fun memories of get togethers at your house. All the times
on the trampolene and in the pool. The girls have been
remembering some of the fun they had with Riley while they were at
your house everyday. Casey remembers how much fun it was to
walk to the end of your driveway to wait for the bus. She says that
he always made it so much fun even though it is a long

driveway. We will never forget his friendly smile and his laugh. He
was a great kid and it was a pleasure knowing him all these years,
watching him grow into a great man. He will be greatly missed. Our
prayers and deepest sympathies are with all of you during this very
difficult time. We are there for you if you need anything and God
will see you through this. God Bless you all.

The Muellers

Dana Mueller - May 10, 2021 at 11:27 AM



| wrote the following words on October 25, 2008, for Riley's letter of
recommendation to UW-Madison and | want to share them with you:

"Riley Whitehead is an exceptionally gifted young man, who has
the analytical thinking skills and the ability to express himself
superbly in both writing and speech. He has a wealth of knowledge
in many areas. For instance, he took a routine vocabulary quiz in
which each student had to write a paragraph using the words
properly; Riley's paragraph was delightfully humorous, showing not
only his knowledge but his creativity. His last oral book report on
Robinton Mistry's 500 page A Fine Balance analyzed not only the
problems of Indira Gandhi's India but Riley chose to "see" India first
person through the eyes of a college student in the novel. The
resulting performance was simply stunning and mesmerized the
entire class as well as me. As a former veteran forensics coach
who has judged state tournaments, | seldom give an A+, which is
exactly what Riley earned."”

Riley was such a brilliant and charming young man, one that
made my English classroom sparkle with his wit. My sympathies
are very much with you.

Kleo Baruth Kritz

Kleo Baruth Kritz - May 10, 2021 at 11:27 AM

Riley would approach me, smiling, and say "Hi Clare's mom!" | can
hear his voice now.... He was cheerful, polite and always

clever: these are only a few of the words | could use to describe
this remarkable young man. Our hearts break for his family and for
his friends, especially his dear high school friends.

God bring you peace. Amy, John, Joe and Clare

Amy Salzberg - May 10, 2021 at 11:27 AM



Riley was such a wonderful person who got along with so many. He
was always making people laugh and smile, even when they tried to
fight it. The world lost a great person and he will be greatly missed
by all those who knew him.

My thoughts and prayers are with you,

Ericka Mueller

Ericka Mueller - May 10, 2021 at 11:27 AM

The world has lost a very bright young man! Riley came to our
District forensic meet a week ago to see Abby, his girlfriend, but
also visited all of us coaches in the "TAB" room. He talked about
his job at the University and how he wanted to see some of the
performances at the meet. We laughed and hugged when he had
to go. He had such a broad base of learning and understanding of
the world. It is hard to believe he is gone and that his life was cut so
short. | will always remember him as one of the most remarkable
and mature students | have ever met in my 40 years of

teaching. My deepest sympathy to his family and friends. | love
you, Abby, and may you find comfort from all who do love you.

Mary Newton - May 10, 2021 at 11:27 AM
Leigh, Russell, and Reese....My heart is breaking with you and for
you! You all are in my prayers.
Love Nina(Runaas) Stephens

Nina Stephens - May 10, 2021 at 11:27 AM



My heart goes out to Leigh, Russ and Reece during this difficult
time. You are in our thoughts and prayers. Please take comfort in
the days to come when you will be able to see half of the peoples
that Riley touched there lives. He is and always will be remember
for the outstanding human kindness and wonderful personality.

With Our Deepest Sympathy-
Derik, Jeannie & Tatum Doescher

The Doescher Family - May 10, 2021 at 11:27 AM

So sorry to hear of your loss. It sounds like he was a remarkable
young man.

May God be with you during this trying time. Our deepest sympathy
to his family.

Warren and Penny Nipple - May 10, 2021 at 11:27 AM

My heart breaks as | know and feel your grief and pain. Let your
friends and loved ones wrap you in their loving embrace and take
comfort with that the best you can. Each day will bring joy and
sorrow in your memories, but be glad of them. | am so truly sorry for
your family. | wish | could have known him, he sounds like a
wonderful person, and had accomplished much in his short life, you
must be so proud! | am thinking of you all and you are in my
prayers!!!!

Gina Walmer - May 10, 2021 at 11:27 AM



While it is tragic to hear of Riley's passing while still so young, I find
solace in the fact that he packed many lifetimes of energy,
adventure, humor and kindness into his few years.

I've been thinking about the many hours | spent with Riley last
summer when we played young lovers in "Oklahoma." Every
moment of working with him--literally every moment--was full of
energy. | can't remember one time that | didn't enjoy being with him,
and that is very high praise!

Riley was funny, he was fearless, he was intelligent, he was sincere,
he was charismatic, he was sweet, and that was all in the first 30
seconds of meeting him.

This world has lost a brilliant light, and | mourn for your family at this
unbelievably difficult time. My prayers for God, the great Comforter,
to be ever felt in your lives.

Thanks for the wonderful memories, Riley. We'll miss you.

Sincerely,
Sarah Krause

Sarah Krause - May 10, 2021 at 11:27 AM



| was working the curtain in Evansville Community Theatre's
production of Oklahoma in Summer 2010 when Riley played the
role of Will Parker. | thoroughly enjoyed chatting with him when he
was hanging around back stage waiting to go on. He was very
pleasant, kind and friendly. My teenage daughter was in the play
with Riley. | can't imagine the sense of loss you must feel. It so
tragic to lose such a young person.

My deepest sympathies to Riley's family, close friends and
girlfriend. God bless you with wonderful memories of Riley's life.

Jeanne Cargill

Jeanne Cargill - May 10, 2021 at 11:27 AM

Leigh, Russ & Family:

Leigh: My heart brakes for you and words alone cannot express my
heart felt sympathy. When | sat with you in church this past January
| remember how proud you were and how your eyes sparkles when
you were telling me about both of your sons. | know Riley was a
remarkable young man and he will be greatly missed by you and all
who knew him. You and your family have been in my thoughts and
prayers and if | can do anythiing at all for you, please be in

touch. Hold tight to your memories. God be with you!

Glady Kauk Day - May 10, 2021 at 11:27 AM



Even though i did not know much about Riley, | do remember one
special moment that will always be the one memory that i have of
Riley. It was at the Albany Idol when Riley was a senior. | was in this
talent show, and i remember the outstanding singing performence
that Riley did. The scene was so amazing. | abosolutely loved his
theme for this one song that Riley sang. It was a mad scientist
theme that went along perfectly with his song. Remembering this
one moment of Riley, will stay in my heart forever. His performence
at the Albany Idol, showed that Riley was a man that wasnt afraid to
express himself. He loved his family and friends, and he will forever
be missed by theVillage of Albany. R.I.P Riley V. Whitehead June 3,
1991-March 22, 2011.

Thoughts and prayers go out to the Whitehead family
Joey McNaught

Joey McNaught - May 10, 2021 at 11:27 AM

Our sons, David and Gabriel, were in scouts with Riley. We
remember him as a fun young man. Our whole family is sorry for
your loss.

Our deepest sympathy,

The Rodriguez Family

Marissa Rodriguez - May 10, 2021 at 11:27 AM

Leigh, Russ, and Reece ~ you are in our hearts. Words cannot
adequately express our saddness so we pray that you find comfort
in your memories.

With heartfelt condolences,
Amy, Brandon, Abby, and Raegan Hollis

The Hollis Family - May 10, 2021 at 11:27 AM



As Riley sat in his first grade desk | could tell even back then what a
smart, creative and thoughtful person he truly was. | especially am
grateful for all the volunteer work he did with the Friends of the
Library group with the Snack With Santa event. From visits at the
farm, to a trip to Ann Jones' house after they moved, to watching
him perform in a play in Monroe, to having a fun discussion with
him and his mom on the way home from a basketball game in
Blanchardville, | was blessed to be a part of his growing up

years. Leigh-Russ-Reece, you are in the thoughts of many and |
hope you will find a small measure of comfort from your friends and
family at this time and in the future. Rochelle

Rochelle Cashman - May 10, 2021 at 11:27 AM

My Riley came over to my house one day so that | could watch and
spend some time with him and Recee. When he came in the door
he had a big wide grin on his face...came up to me saying " Aunt
Wanda | have something for you, | have been saving it up for a long
time!! (as he reached into his pocket of his pants, he pulled out his
hand) It is a pocket full of Love just for you!! " He will be very
muched missed, But | will always have that pocket full of Love he

Aunt Wanda Lunde - May 10, 2021 at 11:27 AM



We are deeply saddend by the loss of Riley. He was a good friend
to our daughter, Samantha who is a friend of Abby's. We enjoyed
his presence in our home for the prom dinners and his performance
in the play Oklahoma, he was a stand out performer. Please take
comfort and strength knowing that your son was a very fine young
man. Riley, his family and friends will be in our thoughts & prayers.
Wayne, Sherry & Samantha Jackson

Wayne, Sherry & Samantha Jackson - May 10, 2021 at 11:27 AM
We are so sorry for your loss. We are sending sympathy, during
your time of sadness.
Sincerely,
John and Peg

John and Peggy Albrecht - May 10, 2021 at 11:27 AM
My thoughts and prayers are with you all! Love and Prayers from
Wyoming!!!

Kayla Jones

Kayla Jones - May 10, 2021 at 11:27 AM



I had the pleasure and honor of being on stage with Riley in the
Evansville Community Theater performance of Oklahoma and had
anticipated that he might be with us for Fiddler on the Roof. He
obviously loved life, had a wonderful voice, and clearly loved to
perform. He was fun to be with!! | have no doubt he would have
been an outstanding officer in the military. He will be missed by
many people. | join with the rest of my friends from Evansuville in
offering my deepest sympathies on your loss.

Tris Lahti - May 10, 2021 at 11:27 AM

Please accept our heartfelt concern, sympathy and prayers. Your
loss as parents, brother, grandmothers, and friend is acknowledged,
as is societies loss of a talented and creative young man.

Loren & Cynthia Bagley

Clinton, Wisconsin

Loren & Cynthia Bagley and Family - May 10, 2021 at 11:27 AM

I, too, was extremely honored to have met and worked with Riley
onstage for Oklahoma. | remembered being truly surprised to find
out he was just out of high school because he seemed wise well
beyond his years. He was friendly, had a great sense of humor, and
I can't begin to tell you how much fun it was to work with him in the
show. | can still hear him say his opening line, "HI Aunt Eller!!!" and
my reply, "HI Willl" He was also a wonderful dance partner!

My heart aches with yours knowing that we've lost such a fine
young man who brightened the lives of so many. He will truly be

missed.

Jen Nehls - May 10, 2021 at 11:27 AM



| went to Platteville Summer Music Camp with Riley on several
occasions. | was between 7th and 8th grade the first year, 2007.
Every year after that that he was there, | was too.

I may not have known him as much as others, but | knew him
enough to know how much of a tragic loss this is. Riley was an
amazing person, with such a bright, inspiring personality.

He will be terribly missed. My heart goes out to his family.

Hayley Fassett - May 10, 2021 at 11:27 AM

To Russ, Leigh, Reece, Abby, and all of those who knew and loved
Riley, words cannot express my deepest sympathies for your

loss. Riley was truly a wonderful guy. | hope that at the very least,
you can find comfort in the fact that Riley made sure that there were
So many people around to support you in this time of extreme
sorrow. Riley left a hole in all of our hearts that can never be filled,
but that"s ok because we are all so much better for having known
him. If there is anything at all that Dave and | can do for you, please
don"t hesitate to ask. Take care of yourselves and take care of
each other.

Wesley

Wesley Isenhart - May 10, 2021 at 11:27 AM



Russ, Leigh & Reece,

We were shocked and saddened to hear about Riley's sudden
death. Words seem inadequate to lessen the heartache you must
be feeling in your loss...Riley was truly a remarkable man and
touched the lives of many of those who knew him. May your strong
faith in God help you all through this difficult time... Thinking of you,
wishing you hope in the mist of sorrow, comfort in the midst of pain.

Willi, Matt & Mackensey
Willi, Matt & Mackensey Hanson - May 10, 2021 at 11:27 AM
Our thoughts and prayers are with the Whitehead Family at this time
of need.
Kelly & Samantha

Kelly and Samantha Roth - May 10, 2021 at 11:27 AM



Dear Leigh, Russ & Reece,

What can you say at a time like this? | wish | had some words to
help fill the great hole in your hearts, but there are none. Riley was
a very special young man who will be sorely missed by everyone
who knew him. | will always remember Riley----who even as a
young lad in Elementary Guidance classes---had a twinkle in his
eye, a smile on his face and a quick wit like no other. He was
always perceptive beyond his years and had so many interesting
ideas to share. The world has lost someone truly special this
week. My heart goes out to you all and my thoughts and prayers
are with you.

Reece -- in the days ahead if there are ever times at school when
you need a quiet place to grieve or to reminisce -- My door is always
open to you.

Sincerely, John Roemer

John Roemer - May 10, 2021 at 11:27 AM

Russ, Leigh, and Reece,

Our thoughts and prayers are with you and will be for long to come.
Michael wanted to share that he most remembers Riley bouncing
and bounding and talking non-stop at Childrens time at church and
that always made him smile. May God wrap you up in his loving
arms. Love from Kansas

Love, Michael, Jenna, Joshua, Gabriel, and Isabella Pegel

Michael and Jenna Pegel - May 10, 2021 at 11:27 AM



Dear Leigh, Russ & Reese,

We were sorry terribly sorry to learn of Riley's passing. We are in
Mexico or we would have been there in person to show our support
for you at this sad time. Please know that we are keeping you in out
thoughts and prayers. May God give you comfort and his healing
power.

John & Sherry Hlavachek

John & Sherry Hlavachek - May 10, 2021 at 11:27 AM

| had the opportunity to judge at a few forensics meets with Riley,
and | found him to be one of the nicest young men I've ever met. He
was so friendly, outgoing, sincere, and funny. He had the rare talent
of making you feel, in a very short time, that you had known him for
years. When | heard of Riley’s passing, tears filled my eyes, and |
thought of the countless people whose lives he had likely touched in
a small way, as he had mine. Most of all, | offer my deepest
sympathy to Riley’s family and also to Abby. My heart goes out to
you at what must be life’s most trying hour. While the sense of loss
will never completely go away, | pray that with time, you will find that
a healing grace makes it easier to bear.

Brian Devine - May 10, 2021 at 11:27 AM



dear Russ, Leigh &Reese

We are very sorry for your loss, Riley will be missed very
much. Our thoughts and prayers are with you.

with all our love Ken and Pat Hooker

Patricia and Ken Hooker - May 10, 2021 at 11:27 AM

Cadet was the best. | don't have many memories of him since |
only met him in December but he's made an impactin such a short
period of time. My fondest memory will be of him being look-out for
SGT Jeranek and me. Cadet was so willing, it was great. Jeranek
and | were setting up a battle with army men on the CSM's desk
while Cadet was making sure to pull diversion if need be. What an
amazing and enthusiastic young man. It's sad to think of all the
mischief I'm not going to be able to involve him in. He'll be truly
missed. My prayers go out to his friends and family.

Tric Roll - May 10, 2021 at 11:27 AM



Dear Leigh, Russ, and Reece,

My heart goes out to you even as | can’t imagine how difficult
this is for your family. Although our daughter Hazel and Riley were
only classmates through 4th grade, I've enjoyed keeping up with
Riley through the years by talking to you, Leigh, at the Albany book
club and hearing about all of his successes in forensics and theater,
your wonderful family trips, and your close family.

We were lucky to get to know Riley again when he was in the
Evansville Community Theatre’s production of Oklahoma last
summer. We gave him a ride to auditions and | was so impressed
with him while we talked in the car from Madison to Evansville. He
said it might be the last summer for a while when he would have the
time to do something fun like this and he hoped he’d at least get a
speaking part. Of course, he got more than that and was so much
fun to watch on stage! What a talented, positive young man. Lyman,
Hazel, and Clark were involved in the play and | know they enjoyed
getting to know him again, too.

Riley was one of those special people who really had a
spark. Please know that our family will be thinking about you not
only now, but in the weeks, and months, and years to come.

Sharon Cybart & Lyman Fuson

Sharon Cybart - May 10, 2021 at 11:27 AM

Just finished reading the many condolences and am overwhelmed
that so many people knew and loved Riley like we did. | just
thought he was our "family treasure”. | am not sure why he named
me ANT K, but now it is even more special.

Ant K - May 10, 2021 at 11:27 AM



Our heartfelt condolences are sent to you in your time of

suffering. We remember Riley from our weekly fish fries while he
was busing tables with his mother. Always liked to listen to him
talking about the big race the next day of cc meets . He was always
a card when he was talking and a clever and genuine good kid.
May time make your hearts less heavy and the memories carry you
through. God bless you and your family Mike and Gaylene Flood
and Family

The Floods - May 10, 2021 at 11:27 AM

Russ, nothing me or anyone else says can help. | am so sorry for
your loss and | cant begin to understand you and Leigh's pain. May
God give him a peaceful place in his kingdom. | did not know your
son, but that does not matter, | know his father and that is all the
testimony | need to understand that the world lost a fine human
being. Again Russ, my heart is crying for you and | pray for peace
for Riley's family. God rest his soul.

Ed Ensor - May 10, 2021 at 11:27 AM

I met Riley at a forensics meet two years ago. He embodied
everything that forensics was for us. After that season, he was
always a welcome addition on our team and a meet wasn't the
same without him. I'm so thankful that | had the opportunity to know
Riley and to enjoy his bright personality

Kelsey McCarthy - May 10, 2021 at 11:27 AM



We were lucky enough to watch Riley perform in band and show
choir when we went to watch our own children perform. Riley was
so talented and so funny and so sweet. I""ll never forget his brilliant
smile and the way he checked in on the younger kids as they
changed places to perform. | had always believed he was destined
for great things and a wonderful life. To hear that it was cut short is
a terrible tragedy.

Our hearts are with you at this horrible time.

The Lent Family - May 10, 2021 at 11:27 AM
My heart breaks with the news of Riley's passing. My daughter
Hannah and | had the priviledge of working with him in "Oklahoma"
this past summer. He was a delight to work with on stage and to
get to know better. Riley had the ability to light up the stage with his
bounless energy and enormous smile. He will be sadly missed by
SO many.
My thoughts and prayers are with his family at this difficult time.

Mark Spatafore

Mark Spatafore - May 10, 2021 at 11:27 AM

A candle was lit by Friend

on February 24, 2017 6:32 AM

Friend - May 10, 2021 at 11:27 AM



A candle was lit by Friend

on June 15, 2020 11:23 AM

Friend - May 10, 2021 at 11:27 AM



